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ASCENSION JOURNEY 2026

May 14 — 23

Ascension Thursday through Pentecost Eve
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Saturday

Daily Themes at a Glance

Hallelujah! Jesus finishes his earthly mission, while ours is just beginning.

"The King of kings" grants authority to go forward as He would.
He has been taken from the earth.
The disciples are united in Christ. As disciples, we have much work to do.

We have joined a Royal Priesthood, we are called to prepare God's House for
the soon-coming glory.

No grumbling about the present; use the gifts God has given and change this
world.

Everything we have been blessed to build is dedicated to our Lord and King.
Prepare yourselves. The King is about to arrive in power!

God is making a new nation on earth for the healing of all the nations and for
His glory.

Every nation needs its Constitution.
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Daily Readings & Prayers

Ascension Thursday, May 14

Acts 1:1-11

Psalm 47
Ephesians 1:15-23
Luke 24:44-54

Theme: Hallelujah! Jesus finishes his earthly mission,

while ours is just beginning.

Jesus' final hours on earth are spent with the ones closest to Him—His disciples.
Even as He is about to depart, they still have so many earthly questions.
However, Jesus has a divine mission for them and a promise of power from the
Father to fulfill it. The temptation is strong within us to keep looking for heavenly
signs and prophecies in scripture for our comfort and assurance.

Yet the angelic messengers remind all of Jesus' disciples where the focus should
be: "Men of Galilee, why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus,
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you
have seen him go into heaven." We don't need to know all the answers about the
tuture. We know WHO holds the future. And His name is Jesus.

Lord Jesus, you are the risen and ascended King, seated above every power,
authority, and name. When we are tempted to stare anxiously into the future, lift
our eyes to you. Give us wisdom and revelation to know you more deeply and open
the eyes of our hearts to the hope, power, and calling we have in you. Fill us with
the promise of the Father, empower us by the Holy Spirit, and send us as faithful
witnesses until the day you return. We do not know all that tomorrow holds, but
we trust the One who holds tomorrow. In your mighty name, Jesus, Amen.
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Psalm 93
2 Kings 2:1-12
Ephesians 2:1-7

Theme: "The King of kings'" grants authority to go forward as He would.

The Lord chose David; the Lord also chose Elijah and Elisha. Never forget that
this same Lord chooses each of His disciples today to overcome sin and evil,
push back the darkness with His Light, and most urgently—to proclaim the
Good News that this desperate world needs to receive.

Lord God, you reign in majesty, clothed with strength, and your throne is
established forever. Thank you for raising us from death to life in Christ and
seating us with him in heavenly places by your grace. As you called David, Elijah,
and Elisha, remind us that you have also called us to share in your work. By your
Spirit, give us courage to go forward in the authority of Jesus. Help us overcome
sin, resist evil, and push back the darkness with your light. Make us faithful

witnesses of the Good News. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Saturday, May 16

2 Kings 2:13-15
John 8:21-30

Theme: He has been taken from the earth.

Just as Elijah was carried up miraculously into the heavens, so Jesus would be
carried up into the heavens. In both cases, the work continued through the
disciples the Father had provided. However, as the Father reminds us in the
Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-13), v.5: ""This is my Son, whom I love; with him I
am well pleased. Listen to him!"

Elijah's work is done. In fact, the work of ALL the prophets is done. Today and
forevermore, we focus on the fulfillment of all their messages—our Savior, Jesus.

Father, thank you for revealing your beloved Son, Jesus, the fulfillment of all the
prophets and the Savior of the world. As Elijah's mantle fell to Elisha, remind us
that the work continues—not by our strength, but by your calling and your Spirit.
Lift our eyes from every lesser hope and fix our hearts on Christ alone. Teach us
to listen to him, trust him, and follow him faithfully. Since Jesus has been lifted
up, help us live as his witnesses on earth, continuing his work with humility,
courage, and love. In the name of Jesus, our ascended Lord, Amen.
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Sunday, May 17

Acts 1:6-14

Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11
John 17:1-11

Theme: The disciples are united in Christ.

As disciples, we have much work to do.

The disciples had to be reminded that the prophecies to come and the fate of
present kingdoms were not in their hands. What was in their hands was a totally
new kind of kingdom, of which they were now citizens. What was placed on their
hearts were powerful testimonies about their King, which they could now share
with all.

Jesus' constant prayer for his disciples is that they be united with one another just
as He and the Father are united as One. Because of this unity with each other
through Christ Jesus and the Holy Spirit, God's people can deal with the hard
questions that will come, the church issues that may arise, and it will always be
done by the matchless power of prayer.

Father, thank you for making us citizens of your kingdom through Jesus Christ.
When we are tempted to worry over earthly kingdoms, future events, and
questions beyond our control, turn our hearts back to the mission you have placed
before us. Unite us in Christ, just as the Son is one with you. Strengthen us by
the Holy Spirit to pray together, suffer faithfully, love deeply, and witness boldly.
When hard questions arise and church challenges come, keep us humble under
your mighty hand and steadfast in your grace. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Psalm 99
Leviticus 9:1-11, 22-24

1 Peter 4:1-6

Theme: We have joined a Royal Priesthood;
We are called to prepare God's House for the soon-coming glory.

We are blessed to have our part of the "Great Cloud of Witnesses" who went
before us (Hebrews 12:1). As Christians, we are destined to be Kings AND
Priests in God's Heavenly Kingdom. For now, our role from Heaven is to
proclaim the Word of the Lord whom we serve, and to make sure His House
(our hearts and His Church) is ever prepared to receive Him.

Lord God, thank you for calling us into your royal priesthood and surrounding us
with the witness of those who have gone before us. Prepare our hearts and your
church to receive your glory. Make us faithful servants who proclaim your Word,
walk in holiness, and live in joyful expectation of Christ's coming kingdom. In
Jesus' name, Amen.
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Tuesday, May 19

Numbers 16:471-50
1 Peter4:7-11

Theme: No grumbling about the present; use the gifts God has given
and change this world.

The Israelites in the wilderness did not think God was operating as they thought
He should. The Christians in Peter's day (and ours too) wondered why the Lord
was "delaying." The Apostle Peter admonishes the saints then and now that God
has already given us power and authority through the Holy Spirit to make a
difference wherever He sends us. Let us ask God to open our eyes to see what
He has given each of us, and what we can do through Him as we exercise those

gifts.

Lord God, forgive us when we grumble about the present rather than trusting in
your faithful work. Open our eyes to the gifts you have already given us through
the Holy Spirit. Teach us to use them with humility, courage, and love, so that
wherever you send us, we may shine Christ's light and make a difference for your
glory. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Wednesday, May 20

1 Kings 8:54-65

John 3:31-36

Theme: Everything we have been blessed to build is dedicated
to our Lord and King.

King Solomon dedicated the mighty Temple that the Lord allowed him to build
to the Lord of Heaven and Earth. Jesus came from Heaven to build an even
greater Temple unto the Lord—His Church. This Temple is also dedicated to
the Father's glory. This Temple, built with and held together by the Holy Spirit,
will never fall or be destroyed. The foundation of THIS Temple is a person. We
build our lives on THAT Rock—]Jesus.

Lord God, thank you for making your church a living temple, built not
with stone, but with hearts joined together in Christ. As Solomon
dedicated the temple to your glory, we dedicate our lives, our worship, and
our church to you. Holy Spirit, hold us together in faith, love, and unity.
Keep us rooted on the firm foundation of Jesus, our Rock and Savior. May
all we build, all we offer, and all we become bring glory to the Father. In

Jesus' name, Amen.
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Thursday, May 21

Psalm 33:12-22
Exodus 19:1-9
Acts 2:1-11

Theme: Prepare yourselves. The King is about to arrive in power!

The Mighty God is always preparing to do a mighty work in our midst.
Sometimes He does so gently, sometimes He does so magnificently. King David
was amazed by this; the Israelites at Mt. Sinai were frightened by this, and the
Disciples on Pentecost Sunday rejoiced greatly at the awesome display of God's

glory.

Be comforted by this: The sometimes soft and gentle, sometimes thunderous and
roaring God now chooses to present Himself through His humanity—the God-
Man we call Jesus.

Mighty God, prepare our hearts for your coming power and presence.
Whether you move gently or magnificently, help us recognize your glory
and respond with faith, reverence, and joy. Thank you for revealing
yourself fully in Jesus, the God-Man, our Savior and King. Make us
ready to receive him and join in the mighty work you are doing among
us. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Friday, May 22
Exodus 19:16-25

Romans 8:14-27

Theme: God is making a new nation on earth for the healing of all the
nations on earth and for His glory.

God called a new nation out of the desert and purposed them to be an example
for all the nations they would encounter. Now God, by the Holy Spirit, calls
disciples from all the nations of the earth and makes them His children. Because
of this unspeakable honor, nations do not have to come to us; instead, we can go
to them, bringing the everlasting Light of God—Jesus Christ, the Savior of all.

Lord God, thank you for calling people from every nation and making us your
children through the Holy Spirit. Shape us into a people who carry your healing,
hope, and glory into the world. Send us with the everlasting light of Jesus Christ,
the Savior of all, so that all nations may see your goodness and rejoice in your

grace. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Saturday, May 23

Exodus 20:1-21
Matthew 5:1-12

Theme: Every nation needs its Constitution.

After over 400 years of slavery, the Israelites needed the Lord to show them who
He was and how they should live with each other. After 400 years of "silence"
from God, the Jewish people needed the Lord to show them how they should
treat everyone because of who He is.

Two different mountains; two different Covenants, but it was the same Lord who
spoke. On that first mountain, two men—Moses and Joshua—went up to meet
God. On the second mountain, Jesus comes down to meet with thousands of
people. "The Lord on High" still comes down to meet with His children on earth.

Lord God, thank you for speaking to your people in every generation. As you
revealed yourself at Sinai and taught Israel how to live, you have now come near
to us in Jesus, who reveals the heart of the Father to us. Teach us to live because
of who you are—holy, merciful, faithful, and full of grace. Shape our hearts by
the words of Christ, so that we may love our neighbors, walk in humility, and
reflect your kingdom on earth. Thank you that the Lord on High still comes down
to meet with his children. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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