The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is the third Person of the triune God, eternally
proceeding from the Father through the Son. He is the Comforter
promised by Jesus Christ, who unites us with the Father and the Son, and
transforms us into the image of Christ. The Spirit works out in us the
regeneration Christ accomplished for us, and by continual renewal
empowers us to share in the Son’s glorious and eternal communion with
the Father as his children. The Holy Spirit is the Source of inspiration
and prophecy throughout the Scriptures, and the Source of unity and
communion in the church. He provides spiritual gifts for the work of the
gospel, and is the Christian’s constant Guide into all truth.

3:5; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Romans 8:16; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 Corinthians 12:13;2
Corinthians 13:14; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11; John 16:13)
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Who is God the Holy Spirit?
* Matt. 2819 # Acts 2:38
+John 14:16-17, 26, 526

Describe the person of the Holy Spirit in
vour own words:

4.2
How are Jesus and the Holy Spirit related?

* Matt. 1.20, 1218
+ Luke 1:3: 3:22: 418;10:21; 23:46; 2449
+ Heb. 9714

Which verse(s) describes their relationship
most clearly to you?™®

GCl 5ays:

The Holy Spirit is the third
Person of the Trinity, eternally
proceeding from the Father
through the Son. The Holy
Spirit is the comforter
promised by Jesus Christ, who
unites us with the Father and
the Son, and transforms us into
the image of Christ.

Comment:

To eternally proceed means
there was never a time when
the Holy Spirit didn’t exist,

GCl Says:

Jesus’ whole life was lived in
intimate communion with the
Holy Spirit. He was conceived
by the Spirit in the womb of
Mary, baptized with the Spirit,
and on the cross fulfilied his
sacrificial ministry to the
Father in the Spirit. Jesus
now ministers in the world
by sending the Spirit, who
ministers in accordance with
the finished work of Christ.

Comment:

The Holy Spirit and Jesus have
a ministry that is intricately
interwoven.



GCl Says:

Yes, the Spirit was at work at
creation and in the history

of the world, with a focus

on the people of Israel, the
particular people God called to
be a blessing to all peoples—
blessings given ultimately
inand through Jesus. The
Spirit's on-going ministry will
eventually bring all creation
to full maturity, harmony and
perfection. He is the Lord and
the giver of life.

Comment:

The Holy Spirit works in
multiple areas to bring about
the salvation of mankind. He
/s essential to the salfvation
Process.
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Was the Holy Spirit at work in the world
before the incarnation of the Son of
God?

* Gen. 1:1-2 % Joel 228 # Ezek. 11119

w Luke 24:49 + Acts 2:1-21% Rom 1.4

w Rom 8:22-24 1 Pet. 1.2

How is the Holy Spirit's work
demonstrated?™
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What do Christians believe in confessing

their faith in the Holy Spirit?
#John 1424, 26 %1 Cor. 123+ Rom. 55
#1 Cor. 6:17;19, 3116

How would vou respond to this guestion in

your own words?

GCf 5ays:

Apart from the Spirit, our Lord
Jesus Christ can neither be
known, loved or served. The
Holy Spirit is the personal
bond by which Jesus Christ
unites us to himself. He js the
teacher who opens our hearts
to Christ, and the comforter
who leads us to repentance. He
is the liberator who frees our
enslaved wills, empowering
us to live joyfully and freely

in Christ’s service. By the
working of the Spirit, our love,
knowledge and service of
Christ are inseparably related.

Comment:

The term “confession” here
doesn't mean telling people
that we have sinned. It implies
that we believe in the Holy
Spirit. To “confess our faith in
the Holy Spirit” means that we
can't know, experience or even
understand Jesus without the
work of the Holy Spirit. He is
the means through which we
can have a relationship with
the Father and Son.



Gl Says:

We receive the Spirit by
receiving the Word of God,

As the midwife of the new
creation, the Spirit arrives

with the Word, frees us to
hear, accept and trust in it as
the Word of God, brings us

to rebirth and assures us of
eternal life. The Spirit nurtures,
corrects and strengthens us
with the pure spiritual miltk of
the Word. By the Spirit, we are
conformed to the character
of Christ, growing in faith,
hope and love in personal and
responsive relationship with
the Father through the Spirit.

Comment:

When we say "yes” to Jesus’
offer of salvation, we receive
the Holy Spirit. He /s never
forced on us. We can choose fo
accept or refect him. However,
accepting the Holy Spirit opens
a whole new world, The more
we accept and surrender to
Jesus, the more we experience
his work in our life.
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How do Christians receive the Holy
Spirit and what is the result?

# Eph. 617 % Luke 1113 %1 Thess. 1.5
*#John 16:8; 14:16-17; 3.5-6

* Rom. 815-16 1 Pet. 2.2

Describe how we experience the Holy
Spirit in our lives: ™.

PG
47




PG
48

WE BELIEVE

4.6
Why do we not, by the Spirit, experience

here and now all that Christ has done for

us?
# Eph. 113-14; 430 # Col. 112 +1 Pet. 1:4
+Gal. 1:4#2 Cor. 1:122; 55 # Rom. 823

Are there circumstances in your life where
VOou are experiencing the tension of living
in the time between times? ™.

GCl Says:

We live in the time between
Christ’s resurrection and
return, which the Bible calls
“the present evil age.” During
this “time between the times,”
we do not experience all that
Christ has for us, though we
are assured that we will when
he returns. In the meantime,
we are given the Spirit as a
“down payment”—the “first
fruits” and “sealing” of the
fullness yet to come.

Comiment:

The fullness of what God has
to offer js intimately tied to the
return of Christ. Only when he
reigns over the earth will we
really live into the reality of all
that God offers. In essence it
seems that there are limits to
what mankind can achieve in
terms of our transformation
by the Holy Spirit here and
now. So far human beings

are not beyond temptation,
suffering and disease. Nor

are we perfectly conformed
to Christ. Qur capacity to live
in the fullness of what God
offers is not continuous or
consistent. However, we five
optimistically knowing that the
ministry of the Holy Spirit will
be completed at the return of
Christ,



GCl Says:

Sent by Jesus, the Holy Spirit ministers to

all people on the basis of Christ’s finished
work. The Spirit thern ministers to believers

in a particular way, helping them share in all
that Jesus has accomplished on their behalf
(John 7:39;16:7; Gal. 3:13-14). The Holy Spirit’s
particular ministry to believers includes many
things:

Renewing believers by sharing with them
Christ’s resurrected, glorified humar nature.
(Rom. 8:2, 10-11; Titus 3:4-6)

Opening their hearts and minds to Jesus
and his teachings. (Acts 26:8; John 14:26;
15:.26)

Granting them repentance by which they
see their need for forgiveness and confess
their sin. (John 16:8-11; 1 Thess., 4:1-6)
Granting them faith by which they affirm
from the heart that Jesus is Lord. {1 Cor. 12:3)
Indwelling them, thus uniting them to
Christ in a spiritual union.

(John 14:17; 17:.23; 1 Cor. 6:19; Rom, 817}
Granting them freedom and comfort,
enabling them to pray when they are at a
loss for words, (2 Cor, 3:17; Acts 9:.31; John
14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7; Rom. 8:26-27)

Joining them to other believers as brothers
and sisters within the one body of Jesus
Christ, the Church, where they experience

a unity and harmony that embraces the
diversity of the Church’s many members.

(1 Cor. 12:13; Eph. 2:22; 4:4; Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor.
12:27)

Granting them the fruit of the Holy Spirit,
which is Christ’s love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. {(Gal. 5:22-23)

Granting them gifts for ministry in

and through the Church, by which they
participate with Christ in his ministry to
fulfill the Father’s mission to the world.

(71 Cor. 12:4, 11; Matt. 28:16- 20; Acts 1:8; 13:4;
15:28; 16:6; 21:4)

Leading them to use these gifts in ways
that express the fruit of the Spirit, thus
avoiding the self-centeredness that leads to
division within the body of Christ.

(1 Cor. 12:31-13:13)
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What is the Holy Spirit’s
ministry to believers?

How has the Holy Spirit

faithfully ministered to you?
%,
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What is the Holy Spirit's ministry to
unbelievers?

The Spirit is at work in the world,
continuing the earthly ministry of Jesus,
reaching out with God's compassion and
wisdom to all people, because Christ died
for all. The Holy Spirit is present in many
ways to the world, including ministering
to unbelievers, often in ways unseen to
us, though often involving the Spirit-led
ministry of the Church.

#+John 3:8:12:32 * Acts 826-39
+ Heb. 725

Create vour own list below:

GCl Says:

The ministry of the Holy Spirit
in the lives of unbelievers
includes many things:

Renewing believers by
sharing with them Christ’s
resurrected, glorified human
nature. (Rom. 8:2, 10-71; Titus
3:4-6)

Seeking to bring all to
repentance and faith. (2 Pet.
3:9; 2 Tim. 2:25)

Preparing and freeing
unbelievers to receive
God's forgiveness, to accept
God'’s freely-given grace, to
die to pride and any hope

of justifying oneself, and

to experience the benefits
of what Christ has already
done for them, including
sending the Holy Spirit to
draw them to Christ. {John
16:8-11; 1 Thess. 4.1-6, Acts
10:43)

Resisting the resistance

of those who seek to avoid
or reject the grace of God.
(Acts 26.8; John 14:26; 15:26)

Comment:

Often we can get very
impatient with the progress
of unbelievers towards
repentance, yet the Spirit
works in ways that are unseen.
So while we may not notice
progress, God the Holy Spirit is
at work.



GCi Says:

The Spirit does not indwel/
people who, in resisting

him, do not receive Christ
through repentance and faith.
Because the Spirit does not
unite unbelievers to Christ in
a spiritual union, they are not
incorporated into the body

of Christ {the Church} in the
way believers are. People who
continually refuse to repent,
die to self and receive God'’s
grace are not able to enjoy
the benefits of the completed
work of Christ done on their
behalf. The Bible gives strict
warnings concerning the
consequences of blaspheming
the Holy Spirit, thus rejecting
his ministry on their behalf.

Comment:

No one will be forced or
strong-armed into salvation.
Those who knowingly refect
God's invitation will not be
part of the future that God has
planned for us. Not because
God doesn’t want them, but
because they don't wish to be
there,
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What happens to unbelievers who
resist the Holy Spirit’s ministry?
#John 14:17 # Acts 2:38 1 Cor. 214
#1John 4:6 % Heb. 42 % Mark 329

* ACts 2618

What is the main idea of GCl's answer?

%
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